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Conner M edia Corporation, M edia East, LLC, and H eritage Broadcasting, LLC,
(“Com m enters”)ow n and operate th re e FM stations, one AM station, one FM translator,
w ith a construction perm itfor a second translator and an application for a th ird translator1.
Th e stations are in sm allm ark ets in Eastern North Carolina. In a sm allruralareas, th e
stations rely on a num ber of syndicate program s to filloutits program sch edule. Itis not
econom ically pos s ible to produce allcontentlocally in sm allcom m unitie s .

Th e syndicated program s utilize C-band satellite reception equipm entfor delivery of
program contentfor broadcast. As such , Com m enters h ave a greatintere stin pre s erving
interference-fre e reception of such satellite s ignals.

As th e Com m is s ion is w ellaw are, satellite reception deals w ith low -pow er-dens ity
s ignals com ing from space, s ignals th atare often justa few dB above th e nois e floor. Large-
aperture, h igh -gain antennas are required to re solve and recover th e s e s ignals.

Mobile operation, as proposed for 5G service, use s cellular operation, w ith m ultiple
base stations us ing sectorized antennas w h ich typically provide om nidirectionalcoverage, and
om nidirectionalm obile antennas. Base station transm itpow er levels need to be h igh enough to
cover fading and localobstructions. Th e pow er dens ity atth e edge s ofcells is far h igh er th an
th e s ignallevelfrom satellite s . M obile units are notconstrained by th e planned service
boundarie s on individualbase stations, and use dynam ic pow er controlto increase
transm is s ion pow er atand beyond th e planned service boundarie s .

Coordination system s, such as th atused for TVW h ite Space s and proposed for th e
Citizens Broadband Radio Service, rely on coordinators to perm ituse offrequencie s in areas
w h ere incum bentoperators are absent. For TVW h ite Space operation, geolocation can protect
th e s ervice area oftelevis ion stations because th e coverage areas oftelevis ion stations are w ell
defined. Th e database for satellite rece ive only locations is incom plete, and w illlik ely rem ain
so. Com m enters are w ork ing to register allth e ir unregistered antennas, butare aw are ofoth er
broadcasters w h o are unlik ely to go to th e expense of registration.

Uplink s are licensed. Th e Com m is s ion h as th e ability to determ ine h ow m any rece ivers
th ere are by as k ing th e uplink s for data. Th e currentw indow w illre sultin registration ofm any
ofth e unregistered antennas, butby no m eans all.

1 Conner M edia Corporation is th e licensee ofW Z UP, La Grange, North Carolina, W 248CS, W illiam ston, North
Carolina, and th e applicantfor a new translator atCary, North Carolina. M edia East, LLC, is th e licensee ofW LGT,
W ash ington, North Carolina, and W STK, Aurora, North Carolina. H eritage Broadcasting, LLC, is licensee of
W JNC, Jack sonville, North Carolina, and perm ittee for W 225CV, Jack sonville, North Carolina.



Many syndicated program m ers recently relocated th e ir s e rvice s from satellite AMC-8
to AMC-18 as th e originalsatellite neared end oflife. Such relocations are notunusual. Som e
relocations are em ergencie s nece s s itated by satellite failure s . M ostbroadcasters w h o register
th e ir antennas register protection for th e entire arc, th ough th ey only use a s ingle satellite ata
tim e. Th ey are th erefore unaw are ofany interference atdifferentpointing angles untilth ere is
a need to repointth e antenna. Allow ing nearby s h ared use is lik ely to create interference
w h ich rem ains h idden untilan antenna is m oved, w h en th e interference w ould block reception
ofth e s ignals

Th e Com m is s ion needs to carefully cons ider th e pos s ible adverse effects th atterre strial
sh aring ofC-band satellite s ignals in th e 3.7-4.2 GH z band w ould h ave. Th e existing C-band
satellite system h as be en in place for m any years. Itis reliable, provide s acce s s to nationally
distributed program m ing, and em ploys th e very-cost-effective one-to-m any broadcastm odel.
Th is system is invaluable and m ustbe protected. Sh aring use ofth e C-band satellite spectrum
w ith m obile system s w ould re sultin de structive interference to satellite com m unications.

Dem and for satellite distribution space is increas ing, e specially w ith video m oving to
H D and Ultra H D/4K. Satellite arc spacings h ave been decreased to allow for additional
satellite s . Th e providers ofth e space s egm ents h ave large investm ents over decade s .
R eplacem entalso tak e s decade s .

Th ere are no reasonable alternatives to C-Band satellite for th e rece iptof syndicated
program m ing for ruralradio stations. Th e Ku band h as w eath er related. Rain fade is a
problem th atno increase in dis h s ize can elim inate.

Th e FederalGovernm entrecognize s th atbroadband acce s s is notpre s entin m any rural
areas. Th e very actth atre sulted in th is dock etis a s eparate effortto im prove ruralbroadband.
Attem pting to s h are th e 3.7-4.2 GH z band w ould re sultin a rem ovalofsatellite s ervice in
areas w h ere th ere is no existing terre strialservice.
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